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Figure 9.2  n  Ballistics Report

Juries are more likely to demand scientific evidence at trials today. Do you think that this 
relatively recent development has made it more or less difficult for a defendant to be found 
guilty? What evidence do you think juries of the past used when evidence such as ballistics 
reports was not available?

Source: Encyclopædia Britannica.

In a criminal trial, the prosecutor 
presents evidence and calls witnesses 
to testify in an effort to support the 
state’s case. At this time, the prosecutor 
engages in direct examination of the wit-
nesses. The prosecutor cannot compel 
the defendant to testify, given the Fifth 
Amendment, which protects defendants 
from self-incrimination: “No person shall 
. . . be compelled in any criminal case to be 
a witness against himself.” Furthermore, 
the prosecutor is forbidden from speculat-
ing why the defendant selects to remain 
silent (as most defendants do). Judges 
always direct jurors not to view the fail-
ure of the defendant to testify as evidence 
of guilt.

The defense attorney may then 
engage in cross-examination of the wit-
nesses called by the prosecutor to raise 
doubt about their testimony. In general, 
the purpose of cross-examination is to test 
the credibility and memory of the wit-
ness. Following the cross-examination, 
the prosecutor may redirect and ask 

Cross-examination of a witness. What advantages or disadvantages do you think 

being aggressive toward a witness may bring a defendant? Do you think the jury 

may view aggressiveness as bullying? Or do you feel the failure to be aggressive 

may be viewed differently by the jury? What would you do when presented with a 

witness and why?
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